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  COURSE GUIDE  
 
 

Name of subject: 
Vocal and Instrumental Musical Education: 
teaching resources. 

Course code: 430003 

Degree program: Degree in Primary Education 

 
Department and field: 

Department: Learning Sciences 
Field: Didactics of expression through music 

Type of class: Mandatory 

ECTS credits: 6 

Year and term: Second year: first term 

 
Teaching staff: 

Dr. Rafael Villanueva Liñán 

 

Tutoring schedule: Monday 10:30 – 11:30; Thursday 11:00-14:00 

 

Language of instruction:  English 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Basic musical contents such as writing, reading, critical audition, scales, intervals, tonalities, 
acoustics and other theoretical subjects there will be treated with a practical approach. Students 
will learn to compose and perform using both acoustical and IT resources. Starting our academic 
trip with the sound, we will continue with rhythm, melody, harmony, and basic musical forms. 
 

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
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By the end of the course students will: 

 
 
 

General skills: 

 
 

1. Understand the principles that contribute to cultural, personal and social development through 
the arts. 

 

2. Become familiar with aspects of the school curriculum regarding audio-visual and musical 
education. 

 

3. Acquire the conceptual tools to encourage lifelong participation in musical activities inside and 
outside of school. 

 

4. Develop and evaluate the contents of the curriculum through the use of appropriate didactic 
resources and promote development of students’ skills. 

 

5. Learn how to create quality teaching materials to further develop the Primary Education 
curriculum. 

 

Specialized skills: 
 

6. Understand and appreciate the value which musical education has for personal and emotional 
development, as well as its role in the development of critical reflection and social interaction 
skills. 

 

7. Learn and understand the basic techniques of musical composition, improvisation and 
interpretation, which could be of use in the primary teaching profession. 

 

8. Correctly adapt activities and musical education course contents to the level they are being 
taught at and be able to propose curriculum changes consistent with these. Have the ability to 
develop a curriculum through the use of appropriate teaching resources. 

 

9. Make use of appropriate technical and intellectual resources in the classroom to enable diverse 
stylistic and aesthetic alternatives regarding the many music-based forms of expression. 

2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
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 Units Total number of classes, 
credits or hours. 

 
IT resources for reading/ writing basic musical notation. ● 7 class contact hours. 

● 14 hours independent 
study. 

  

Pulse, rhythm and meter. 
● 5 class contact hours. 

● 10 hours independent 
study 

  
The melody: Study of intervals and scales 

● 7.5 class contact 
hours 

● 15 hours independent 
study 

  
Harmony: chords, chord symbol, progressions and 
successions. 

● 6.5 class contact 
hours. 

● 13 hour independent 
study 

 Music composition. 

 

● 14 class contact 
hours 

● 28 hours independent 
study 

  
 

Musical forms: theory and practice (auditory 
perception). 

● 10 class contact 

hours. 

● 13 hours independent 

study 

  

 
 Elements of sound. Basic acoustics. 

● 6.5 class contact 

hours. 

● 13 hours independent 

study 

3. COURSE CONTENTS 
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Number of class-contact hours: 50 hours 

Number of independent study hours: 100 hours 

Total number of hours  
150 hours 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Class contact hours 

● Theory classes and 
theoretical/practical classes in large 
groups and in smaller groups. 

● Instructive classes to present 
(presentation) and emerge the 
students in complex topics, allowing 
them to form conclusions. 

● Classes focused towards developing, 
applying and expanding knowledge of 
topics through the use of different 
strategies: solving case studies, 
problem solving, role-play, debates… 

● Group tutorials 

 
 

Course materials and resources 

● Printed materials (books, sheet music, 
journal articles) 

● Audio-visual materials (Internet, online 
platforms, recordings) 

● Technological resources (computers, 
audio-visual players, software, 
projectors, screens) 

Independent study ● Reading 

4.1. Distribution of credits (specify hours) 

4.2. Methodological strategy, teaching materials and resources 
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 ● Complete activities and exercises, 
provide examples, research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Assessment criteria 

 

 
1. For course content covered during class contact hours: 

•Learn the key concepts and principal theories of each topic. 

•Integrate and apply course content to diverse situations. 

•Solve problems perceptively. 

•Present ideas coherently. 

•Draw ideas together in a comprehensive manner. 

•Correct spelling and adequate register for text type. 

 

 
2. For completed coursework and practical work: 

•Originality. 

•Accuracy. 

•Clarity and strong theoretical grounding. 

•Integration of theory and practice. 

•Correct spelling and adequate register for text type. 

 

 
Grading criteria 

5. ASSESSMENT: Procedures, assessment and grading criteria 
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1. Distinction: 

•Complete mastery of basic learning outcomes. 

•Formation of ideas based of consideration and application of acquired knowledge. 

•Completion of all assigned tasks. 

 

 
2. Merit: 

•Mastery of basic learning outcomes. 

•Good level of reflection in the learning process. 

•Adequate complete of most assigned tasks. 

 

 
3. Pass: 

•Mastery of basic learning outcomes. 

•Good level of reflection in the learning process. 

•Completion of a sufficient number of assigned tasks. 

 

 
4. Fail: 

•Low level of understanding and poor application of learning outcomes. 

•Low level of reflection in the learning process. 

•Failure to participate in tasks assigned by the teacher. 

 

 
The final grade weighting is divided into: 

• 40%: Acquisition of knowledge, demonstrated in a final exam 

• 20%: Attendance and participation in practical and theory classes. 

• 40%: Correct and satisfactory completion of assigned tasks such as exercises, 
and written tests and essays. 

 
 

Assessment procedures 

 

 
The subject is assessed using a combination of various assessment procedures in order to 
allow all students to reach their full potential. The performance of the student throughout the 
term, that is to say, continuous assessment, is the primary assessment criteria. Overall 
evaluation is therefore based on: 
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1. Attendance and participation in theoretical and practical classes. 

2. Completion of exercises, written exams and tests (including the final exam) 

 

 
The use of bibliographic and online resources is fundamental. Activities aimed at evaluating 
this will be completed by the student. 

 

 
Students have the option to take an end of term assessment as opposed to following the 
continuous assessment system. If the student wishes to do this they must apply in writing to 
the Dean of the Faculty of Education in the first two weeks of the course. The end of term 
assessment procedure will be comprised of written exercises. Re-sit examinations will be 
comprised of an exam. The exam contains written exercises based on theoretical issues, as 
well as practical exercises. 

 
During the development of evaluation tests, the 
guidelines marked in the regulations established by the Normas de Convivencia de la 
Universidad de Alcalá, as well as the possible implications 
of the irregularities committed during these tests, including the 
consequences for committing academic fraud according to the regulations of 
Régimen Disciplinario del Estudiantado de la Universidad de Alcalá. 
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