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The results of this questionnaire will contribute

to the creation of an online smart communities’

skills resources catalogue with learning

resources.
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On 9 July 2025, the SMARCO consortium welcomed the first 9 leading experts in the smart

communities field, appointed as part of the project’s External Advisory Board.

The members will provide strategic guidance and advice for the project consortium. They will

work closely with the partners to support the delivery of intended project results and increase its

impact. The EAB experts will also advice SMARCO on the main approaches and methods

taken, key developments and upcoming trends in the field of smart communities.
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To not lag due to inactivity, city leaders must learn to effectively harness the most advanced

technologies, which are evolving more rapidly than ever. In order to meet the evolving needs of

urban populations and remain competitive in an increasingly connected world, cities must adopt

and integrate advanced technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, Data Analytics, Cloud

Computing, Internet of Things and Cybersecurity, which are among the most critical

technologies and hold the greatest potential to drive the transition toward truly smart,

sustainable, and people-centred cities.

There is no doubt that the SMARCO project will foster the development of skills necessary for

the generation of Smart Communities, serving as a hub for upskilling, reskilling and ultimately

contributing to the economic competitiveness and sustainability of smart communities across

Europe.
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While digital tools and infrastructure are crucial, it’s the engineers, public officials, and urban

planners who make smart communities possible. And right now, many of them are facing a

challenge that often goes unnoticed: a growing skills gap.

Despite growing investment in smart infrastructure, many professionals lack the training or

support to fully engage with new systems:

�(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�V may be highly skilled in traditional roles but find themselves navigating

unfamiliar tools, green standards, or digital platforms.

�3�X�E�O�L�F���S�U�R�F�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���V�W�D�I�I, who make key decisions about which technologies to buy and

implement, often struggle to assess complex, innovative solutions.

Read the full material
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https://smarco.eu/building-the-cities-of-the-future-harnessing-disruptive-technologies/
https://smarco.eu/smart-communities-need-smart-skills-bridging-the-gap-for-a-sustainable-future/
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Hosted by �(�1�R�/�/, this year’s edition explores how Living Labs can drive regenerative change—
restoring and revitalizing the ecological, social, and economic systems that support life on Earth.

The event features three days of keynotes, workshops, site visits, and interactive sessions
designed to spark collaboration and inspire action.
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This year’s event, “Empowering Cities
and Regions through Data and People-
Centred Digitalisation,” will bring
together mayors, regional leaders, and
key stakeholders to shape the future of
Europe’s digital and green transition.

The agenda includes a keynote speech,
a high-level panel discussion on data-
driven and human-centric policymaking,
and the signing ceremony of the ‘Join,
Boost, Sustain’ Declaration, followed by
an informal networking lunch.
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The 2nd edition of the event will be
hosted by the Centre of Expertise Smart
Sustainable Cities at HU University of
Applied Sciences Utrecht.

SEED 2026 will be a platform to share
innovative approaches, best practices,
and strategies for advancing sustainable
energy education.

Submission of academic papers/ expert
articles/ posters is open until 15
September 2025.
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