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Let’s Discover the Project

The SMARCO - Smart Communities Skills Development in Europe Project, launched
in February 2025 under the Erasmus+ programme, is a Blueprint for Sectoral Cooperation
on Skills, designed to address urgent challenges through a comprehensive, cross-sectoral
approach. The project, coordinated by the European DIGITAL SME Alliance, brings
together a consortium of 21 organisations from 14 European countries, and 1
associated partner.

SMARCO acts as an overarching framework for smart community skills, serving both
industry and public administrations by offering evidence-based research, trend analysis,
training programmes, certification, and other resources.

Smart Communities’ Skills Mismatches and Future Foresight

Over the past year, partners from across 14 European countries have collaborated to
deliver a comprehensive European Skills Gap Analysis. This study represents a strategic
pillar for the SMARCO project and a vital contribution to the continent's evolving workforce
policies.

Beyond the statistics, this analysis provides the essential evidence base needed to support
the green and digital transitions across the European Union. Its true value lies in its ability
to anticipate the future needs of our cities, transforming current challenges into clear
opportunities for professional growth.

How this Research Shapes the Future:

¢ A Foundation for Learning: The findings serve as the cornerstone for our new
training programmes, ensuring that the skills taught today are directly applicable to
the urban projects of tomorrow.

e Support for Policy Makers: The analysis provides a robust evidence base for
decision-makers, helping to align regional development strategies with real-world
requirements.



¢ Long-term Strategic Vision: By identifying the gap between existing skills and
future needs, the report acts as a compass for workforce planning within the smart
city sector.

This study is far more than a report; it is an essential foresight tool that enables us to build
more resilient communities by deeply understanding the talent and expertise required at a
European level.

Skills Resource Catalogue

We are proud to introduce a central pillar of the SMARCO project: the Smart Community
Skills Resources Catalogue. Now live and searchable on our website, this platform acts
as a bridge between current training offers and the evolving needs of the smart city sector.

Why this matters for our community: The significance of this catalogue lies in its ability
to simplify the complex landscape of professional development. By centralising high-quality
training opportunities from across Europe, the catalogue empowers both individuals and
organisations to make evidence-based decisions about their future.

The impact of a centralised resource:

e For Professionals & Students: It provides a clear, searchable pathway to find
training that specifically aligns with the new roles of Smart Community Resilience
Engineer and Solutions Procurer/Planner.

e For Educators & Policy Makers: It offers a strategic overview of the current "skills
supply," highlighting where the sector is leading and where new curricula are needed
to fill critical gaps.

e For the Industry: It ensures that the workforce of tomorrow is equipped with
validated, relevant competences, directly supporting the long-term resilience of
European cities.

By transforming vast amounts of data into an accessible, user-friendly tool, the Skills
Resources Catalogue serves as a vital compass for anyone looking to navigate and shape
the future of smart communities.

Short-Term Training Methodology and Curricula

We are excited to present the specialised short-term training offer developed within the
SMARCO project. Designed to bridge the gap between academic theory and urban
resilience practice, these courses provide professionals with the tools needed to lead the
transition toward smarter, more resilient communities.

Whether you are looking to deepen technical expertise or master strategic planning, our
curriculum is tailored to support two vital roles in the modern urban landscape:

¢ Smart Community Resilience Engineer
¢ Smart Community Resilient Solutions Procurer/Planner

For the Smart Community Resilience Engineer: The technical journey begins with the
Fundamentals of Smart and Resilient Communities, moving on to the Internet of
Things, then Cybersecurity, followed by Urban Data Analytics, Artificial Intelligence
and Green Transition and Sustainability.

For the Smart Community Resilient Solutions Procurer/Planner: Strategic leaders can
sharpen their skills in Smart City Features, Working with E-Services and Communities,
Green Transition and Sustainability, Innovative Infrastructure Design and Project
Management.

These modular programmes are designed for flexibility and impact, serving as the essential
foundation for our upcoming pilot sessions across Europe. For those interested in a deeper
dive into the framework, the full training methodologies, curricula, and instructional
materials are also available in a dedicated document here.

We invite you to discover how these learning paths can help you drive real-world change in
your community.



Short-Term Courses

Just launched!

Register for the PILOTING phase!

Following the presentation of our specialised learning programmes, we are excited to invite
you to join the SMARCO piloting phase, officially launching this March. This is more than
just a training opportunity; by participating, you are actively contributing to creating the
future of smart and resilient cities in Europe.

The piloting phase is open to professionals, students, and public administration staff who
wish to gain essential skills in digital, green, and cybersecurity competences. Our training is
designed to be flexible and accessible, offering self-paced learning through our openly
available resources.

Interested participants can express their interest now via our registration form to
secure a place in this initial rollout. Don't miss the chance to be among the first to benefit
from the SMARCO training programme and to play a vital role in building the resilient
communities of tomorrow.

SHORT-TERM TRAINING Why join the pilot?
MODULES

e Shape the Future: Your participation

OfxF4-100 and feedback will directly help refine the

Engineers standards for urban resilience across the
-l ] continent.

[=] - el ATl A D e Professional  Recognition: Upon
successful completion of the modules,
participants can obtain a certificate that
validates their newly acquired
competences.

e Flexible Learning: Gain high-impact
upskilling that fits your schedule.

e Cost-Free Access: Participation in the
pilot phase is free of charge.
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PILOTING
phase!
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Nicosia: A Rising European Capital of Innovation

Nicosia, Europe’s last divided capital, is charting a bold path toward innovation, inclusion,
and sustainability. The Municipality of Nicosia is proud to announce that the city has been
shortlisted as one of three finalists for the 2025 European Capital of Innovation (iCapital)
Awards, in the category of Rising Innovative City. This recognition celebrates cities that
leverage innovation to improve urban life, engage citizens, and drive sustainable growth.

Being named a finalist for the iCapital Awards highlights that Nicosia is not only innovating
locally but also contributing to Europe’s broader urban innovation and skills ecosystem.
Through strategic planning, digital transformation, and active citizen engagement —
reinforced by initiatives like SMARCO, which develops smart-community skills for
professionals across Europe — the city demonstrates that innovation can connect
communities, empower citizens, strengthen local economies, and advance a sustainable,
resilient future.
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Smart Cities Start with People:
University of Thessaly Showcases SMARCO at IEEE ISC2 2025

At the 2025 IEEE International Smart Cities Conference (ISC2), held this year in Patras,
Greece, under the inspiring theme “Resilient and Sustainable Smart Communities”, the
University of Thessaly took centre stage in a global dialogue on the future of smart cities. In
a world where urban innovation often centres on technology, Professor Fitsilis offered a
timely reminder: “the most urgent challenge for the future of smart cities is not technology —
but people.”

In his presentation, Professor Fitsilis outlined four key directions for shaping the smart city
workforce of the future:

¢ Interdisciplinary university programmes that merge engineering, data science,
urban planning, and public policy into integrated curricula — for example, Urban
Informatics or Smart City Engineering.

e Continuous training for professionals in both the private and public sectors, with
flexible learning pathways such as micro-credentials and modular executive
programmes.

e Living labs and experiential learning environments, where students, engineers,
and municipal staff co-design and test solutions directly in real urban contexts.

¢ Anticipating new job profiles, from Smart City Resilience Engineers, Smart City
Procurement Officers and Urban Data Stewards to Digital Twin Specialists and
Cybersecurity Engineers for urban systems.

Article written by

Panos Fitsilis

4 < Z__ »
Professor .f/ \%\

UNIVERSITY OF

Paraskevi Tsoutsa THE S S ALY

Assistant Professor

Citizen-Centred Innovation for Green and Digital Cities

SMARCO joins forces with European projects on sustainable urban transformation at the
Open Living Lab Days in Andorra.

OpenLivingLab Days (OLLD) is the flagship annual event of the European Network of
Living Labs (ENoLL). Every year it gathers public officials, researchers, innovators, and
entrepreneurs from around the world to exchange practices, build partnerships, and co-
create innovative solutions for more sustainable, inclusive, and digitally advanced societies.
During this event, the projects Living-in.EU, UTMC, ClimaGen, and SMARCO joined forces
as experimenters of new governance, technology, and participation models that empower
citizens in the green and digital transition. Each project introduced its specific approach,
after which participants collaborated in a hands-on co-creation workshop to explore the
meaning and practical needs of a sustainable “Collaborative City.”
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Asociacion de Industrias de
Conocimiento y Tecnologia
Aplicada (GAIA)

Based in the Basque Country, GAIA is a regional
cluster that fosters networking and drives ICT
deployment and policy throughout the region.
Representing the Knowledge and  Applied
Technologies (ICTA) sector, GAIA provides a
competitive edge in accelerating the digital
transformation of local businesses and society, aiming
to position the Basque Country at the forefront of the
New Economy.
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National College of Ireland

The National College of Ireland is a HEA-funded, non-
profit college with 6,000 students across computing,
business, education, and psychology.
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Cloud Competency
Centre

Ideally located in Dublin’s IFSC and Silicon Docks, the
National College of Ireland boasts Ireland’s largest
School of Computing. Its Cloud Competency Centre,
founded with a world-class academic board, currently
leads research collaborations aligned with the EU
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Universidad de Alcala

Founded in 1499 and located in the UNESCO World
Heritage site of Alcala de Henares, the University of
Alcala is one of Spain’s oldest and most prestigious

- . . institutions. A modern university adapted to the
M Ul‘llVCI‘Sldad European Higher Education Area, the University of
de Alcal4 Alcald offers diverse degrees ranging from
engineering to the humanities. Its Department of
Computer Science contributes over 90 researchers
and technical staff to this project.
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TRANSNATIONAL MEETING IN BUDAPEST



While digital collaboration keeps us connected, there is an irreplaceable energy that comes
from meeting in person. Our team recently gathered in the heart of Budapest for our
second project meeting, a session that served as a powerful reminder of how open
dialogue and a shared vision truly propel our mission forward.

This time together was immensely productive. Beyond the formal sessions, the face-to-face
environment allowed us to reach key decisions that will maximise the project’s impact and
refine the next steps for our upcoming training initiatives. We moved from planning to
action, ensuring that our work remains focused on delivering real-world value for smart
communities across Europe.

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to Edutus University for their exceptional
hospitality. Their seamless organisation and warm welcome made our stay truly
memorable, providing the perfect backdrop for both hard work and the strengthening of our
professional bonds.

We left Budapest with a clear roadmap and a renewed sense of enthusiasm for the exciting
months ahead.

Engaging with the Pact for Skills community:
Digital LSP matchmaking event

The transition to smart and sustainable communities requires a workforce equipped with
the right skills. In support of the EU Pact for Skills, SMARCO recently organised its first
engagement event with the Digital Large-Scale Partnership (Digital LSP) under the pact.
The event combined a policy-focused session with a structured matchmaking activity
designed to foster collaboration across the digital skills ecosystem, particularly in view of
upcoming Erasmus+ calls.

The first part of the event provided insights from the Alliances for Sectoral Cooperation on
Skills, highlighting key trends, challenges and opportunities in digital skills development
across Europe. Within this context, SMARCO presented its objectives, methodology and
expected impact, with a particular focus on identifying skills gaps, developing targeted
training programmes and strengthening cooperation between education providers, public
authorities and industry. Participants were also introduced to SMARCOQO’s short-term
courses and piloting opportunities, designed to support flexible upskilling and reskilling
pathways for emerging skills needs in smart communities.

The second part of the event focused on matchmaking, allowing participants to exchange
ideas, identify synergies and explore potential partnerships for future Erasmus+ projects.

By bringing together key actors from the European digital skills ecosystem, the event
marked an important first step towards establishing the SMARCO Smart Communities
Skills Partnership within the Pact for Skills framework. The partnership will further
strengthen collaboration and stakeholder engagement, helping ensure that skills
development keeps pace with Europe’s ambitions for smart, resilient and sustainable cities.

SMARCO Goes to Nordic Edge Expo!

Nordic Edge Expo is the premier cross-sectoral meeting place for smart and sustainable
societies in the Nordics. Taking place in Stavanger, Norway, on 5-6 May, the event brings
together leaders from the public, private, and academic sectors to explore how we can
build resilient cities that strengthen people, nature, and the community.

As a SMARCO partner, Nordic Edge is delighted to co-organise a dedicated SMARCO
workshop during the expo. The session will focus on upskilling and reskilling strategies in



the field of smart communities, alongside an introduction to the forthcoming SMARCO
Smart Communities Skills Partnership.

We invite all SMARCO partners to join us in Stavanger to engage with entrepreneurs,
decision-makers, and funding bodies to drive new partnerships and collective action.
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