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1. MODULE DESCRIPTION
This course combines a theoretical introduction to qualitative action research,
discussion of several research experiences, and a practical investigation in a foreign
language classroom. This course aims to develop a reflective attitude as a means of
promoting teacher development. Participants will implement ways of solving the
problems they have in their classes and, consequently, will produce theory from their
own research.
The module is taught mainly online. The two face-to-face sessions will be
announced in advance.

2. AIMS
Generic competences:
1.
2.
3.
4.

To get familiar with the main aspects of action and classroom research.
To develop observation skills of their classes.
To get used to bibliographical sources related to classroom research.
To learn how to write a research report.

Specific competences:
1. To know the main techniques of observation and classroom research.
2. To be able to plan, do and evaluate classroom research.
3. To diagnose problematic aspects of the teaching and learning process in their
classes.
4. To be able to plan an action process to solve problematic aspects.
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5. To innovate in the classroom using educational technology.

3. MODULE CONTENTS
Weeks

Units
Unit 1. Action and classroom research. The teacher
as researcher



2 weeks

Unit 2. Research process and techniques



3 weeks

Unit 3. Data interpretation and analysis



2 weeks

Unit 4. Innovation through educational technology



5 weeks

Unit 5. Classroom interaction



2 weeks

4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS
4.1. Student workload (100 hours)

Class contact hours: 3

There will be two face-to-face sessions. The first
class meeting is designed to introduce the contents
and activities of the module in the virtual learning
environment. Besides, both sessions will include
some explanations about the units of the module.
Attending these sessions will count towards your
overall mark for participation in the module.

Independent study: 30

The module notes contained in the virtual learning
environment are designed to give introductions to
most of the topics covered.

Readings: 17
Activities, assignments and final paper: 50

The module notes include links and references to
further reading in order to complement the
theoretical contents.
Course time will be devoted to critical writing and
materials design.
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4.2. Learning activities
This course will be developed mostly online and will consist of:


Class-sessions and online access to the virtual learning environment,
Blackboard. The online part will be an interactive class that may include the
discussion of topics in the forums, debates in the chat and submission of
assignments.



Besides, students will be requested to read some set texts and to study the
contents of the subject in order to be able to write essays and prepare several
activities.

5. ASSESSMENT
Assessment criteria:
By the end of the course, students are expected to be able to:
 Demonstrate the acquisition of the main theoretical and practical contents of
the subject.
 Apply the contents to practical activities.
 Be able to formulate opinions, critical judgement and reflection in their work.
 Incorporate original ideas and approaches.

Assessment and marking procedures:
The assessment of this course will be based on the following elements:
 Attendance to the two class-sessions and active participation: 20%
 Submission of activities/assignments: 35%
 Final paper: 45%
Final evaluation
The characteristics of this module do not allow for Final Evaluation exclusively but
are based on a continuous assessment format. Thus, all students will be required to
attend the face-to-face sessions, to complete all written assignments that the
continuous evaluations students have to complete on the Blackboard and on the
same due dates established for these students.
Plagiary will not be tolerated. Those students who commit plagiarism in any of the
activities mentioned above will get a fail mark in the corresponding activity.
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