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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will focus on two essential skills in academic English: writing essays and
making oral presentations which effectively communicate ideas and meet the cultural
expectations of an English-speaking academic audience. Both public speaking and
written academic discourse are essentially "learned behaviors"; therefore, the
conventions that govern these skills must also be taught in order to enable students to
understand oral and written texts and generate effective presentations and pieces of
writing to communicate their ideas. Furthermore, not only students, but most
professionals are judged primarily by their competence in these skills (examinations,
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translations, projects, proposals, research, publications, etc.) so the need to master them
is essential.

COURSE SUMMARY
The course will cover basic composition skills, such as pre-writing exercises, organizing
paragraphs and essays of different types of academic prose, using supporting arguments
convincingly, using and citing sources and revising rough drafts. Recognizing the
argumentative strategies of a written text, its structure and purpose, the author's style and
the intention of the text are essential skills for using written sources and will be practiced.
Likewise, the course will introduce concepts of public speaking and oral presentations,
including audience awareness, performance anxiety, delivery, and the use of visual aids.
Prerequisites and recommendations:
Since all activities are conducted in English, the course assumes a good working
knowledge of English (Common European Framework level B1.2 or higher) upon
entering the course.

2. OBJECTIVES
Generic Competences:
1. To develop and articulate independent and critical thinking based on supporting
evidence.
2. To show audience awareness and respect for cultural diversity and different
opinions as well as valuing academic honesty.
3. To use bibliographic and specialized sources efficiently and correctly.
4. To demonstrate the ability to understand, both orally and in writing,
argumentative speeches and texts at the B2 level of the European Framework
for Languages.
5. To demonstrate the ability to express oneself, both orally and in writing, clearly
and correctly, being able to defend an opinion at the B2 level of the European
Framework for Languages.
6. To develop the capacities for self-assessment, self-improvement and team
work.
Specific Competences:
1. To acquire the basic conventions of academic writing and speaking in public.
2. To recognize different argumentative strategies, which convey ideas effectively,
both orally and in writing.
3. To develop descriptive and analytical skills in listening and reading complex
texts.
4. To demonstrate the capacity to summarize, synthesize, communicate and
interpret information, constructing logical arguments with convincing support.
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5. To develop a coherent argumentative strategy, according to the purpose and
audience, and carry it through effectively, both orally and in writing, at the B2
level of the European Framework for Languages.

3. COURSE CONTENTS

Course Contents

Schedule:

Generating ideas and pre-writing techniques.
Outlining. Academic writing conventions.
Paragraphs: patterns of organization and types
of paragraphs. Paraphrasing and summarizing.
Revising, editing and re-writing.

4 weeks

Choosing supporting material; techniques of
support. How to use sources effectively: quoting,
critiquing and synthesizing; academic honesty
and plagiary; citing sources: MLA/APA.

4 weeks

Essay structure and logical assertions; thesis
statements. Introductions, conclusions and
coherence. Types of essays. Reasoning
methods. Argumentative essays and critical
essays

4 weeks

Public Speaking and defending a position orally:
topics, claims, purpose, focus and audience.
Choosing and
using visual aids
for
presentations. Debating. Class presentations.

3 weeks

4. METHODOLOGY AND CLASS ACTIVITIES
The methodology of this course is highly practical and therefore class
attendance and active participation are compulsory. The professors will present
general concepts, conventions and strategies and there will be class discussions of
the readings, which will be used as models for critical analysis. Students will also do
group work and peer revisions. The class will meet three sessions weekly, and the
students will have 1 tutorial and two workshops. Students of English Studies will learn
to use MLA style while students of Modern Languages and Translation will learn APA.
All writing assignments must be done on a computer and will be submitted in
paper in class and/or uploaded onto the virtual platform. All pre-writing, outlines and
drafts should form part of a portfolio made throughout the course. The portfolio should
also contain any peer revisions and self-assessment. After the professor’s correction,
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writing assignments should be re-written and put together with the previous drafts.
Revising and re-writing is an essential part of the process.
Students will make one speech and turn in several pieces of formal writing in
addition to other shorter exercises. At the end of the course the portfolio containing all
the assigned writing, together with the revisions, will be turned in.
Students following the continuous assessment process will have to submit
weekly tasks (academic paragraphs, summarizing and paraphrasing activities, etc.), at
least two essays (of different types) and prepare an oral presentation. Besides,
classroom and daily work will be a RELEVANT PART of the final grade.

4.1. STUDENT WORKLOAD

Class contact hours:

Independent learning:
Total hours

48 hours:
 45 class hours
 2 one-hour workshops
 1 hour tutorial
102
150

4.2. Learning activities, materials and resources

Class sessions

Presentation of concepts and strategies;
critical analysis of model essays. Practice
of types of pre-writing, peer evaluation and
other techniques. Listening to and
analyzing speeches. Discussion and
debating techniques. Exercises for critical
thinking.

Workshops and Tutorials

Preparation of final tasks.

Individual student work

Reading model essays. Drafting and
writing
assignments.
Practice
summarizing,
paraphrasing
and
synthesizing. Revision and re-writing.
Self-evaluation tasks. Doing research for
final speech and essay. Building up the
writing portfolio.

6. ASSESSMENT
Assessment criteria:
PRE-REQUISITE:
 Oral and written ability to understand texts and express oneself in clear, fluid
and accurate English at the B.2 level
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This will be a pre-requisite, prior to the assessment of the remainder of the
subject, as it is an integral part of the subject.
Students in their first year will be required to submit an official certificate of
English proving that they have achieved a level B.2 in the four communicative
skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) before the end of April. Exact
information about the procedure will be sent in due course. For those who
cannot certify a B.2 English language level, the possibility of an internal exam
will be offered at the end of the term.

CRITERIA FOR SUBJECT ASSESSMENT:
 Capability 1. Demonstrate the capacity to recognize, analyze, synthesize and
interpret different argumentative strategies and their structure.
 Capability 2. Demonstrate the capacity to argue a point clearly in writing (well
organized essay, effective use of English at a B.2 level, using supporting
evidence effectively, showing independent and logical thinking).
 Capability 3. Demonstrate the capacity to speak in public effectively (arguing a
position coherently, using evidence, a well-structured speech, effectively
delivered with an adequate use of English at a B.2 level, showing audience
awareness).
 Capability 4. Demonstrate the capacity to use different types of sources
effectively and correctly (quotes, paraphrase, summaries, in-text citations and
works cited, in MLA or APA style, depending on the degree).
 Capability 5. Demonstrate audience awareness and respect for different
opinions and the capacity to offer constructive feedback to peers; demonstrate
active class participation, effective compliance with tasks assigned and a clear
effort to improve.
Grading criteria:
Outstanding-Honors (MH)


Student not only recognizes argumentative strategies and is capable of analyzing their
structure in detail but is capable of interpreting their purpose, including fine nuances and
synthesizing the argument. Shows the ability to write a well-structured and original essay,
arguing the point logically and convincingly, while using relevant supporting evidence and
demonstrating independent ideas and critical opinions. Finds relevant and interesting
sources and uses them very effectively, citing them correctly. Is capable of taking a position
and delivering a well-organized, entertaining and convincing speech. Both written and oral
English is correct and fluent, using specialized vocabulary and a variety in sentence
structure. Uses cohesive devices well and errors are almost non-existent. Shows an
excellent awareness and respect for audience and willingness to listen and offer
constructive criticism. Participates very actively in class with significant contributions and
completes all assignments with good results. Excellent revisions in the portfolio and notable
effort to improve.

Excellent (SB):
 Clearly recognizes argumentative strategies and is capable of analyzing their structure,
interpreting their purpose and synthesizing the argument. Shows the ability to write a wellstructured essay and argue a point logically and convincingly, using relevant supporting
evidence and demonstrating independent ideas and critical opinions. Finds relevant and
interesting sources and uses them effectively, citing them correctly. Is capable of taking a
position and delivering a well-organized and convincing speech. Both written and oral
English is correct and fluent, using some specialized vocabulary and a variety in sentence
structure. Uses cohesive devices well and errors are minimal. Shows an excellent
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awareness and respect for audience and willingness to listen and offer constructive
criticism. Participates very actively in class and completes all assignments with good
results. Excellent revisions in the portfolio.
Very Good (N):
 Recognizes argumentative strategies and their basic structure. Is capable of synthesizes
the argument and understanding its purpose. Shows the ability to write a well-structured
essay and argue a point logically, using relevant supporting evidence. Demonstrates some
independent thinking and critical opinions. Uses sources effectively and cites correctly. Is
capable of taking a position and delivering a well-organized speech. Shows audience
awareness and respect. Listens to others and provides peer support. Participates in class
and has completed all assignments with acceptable results. Revises all tasks well.
Satisfactory (A):
 Recognizes most argumentative strategies and their basic structure. Is capable of
summarizing the argument. Shows some ability to argue a point (both orally and in writing)
with uneven degrees of success, but the message can be understood. There may be errors
in language use which hinder meaning and/or some flaws in logic. Uses some supporting
evidence. Tends towards generalizations and has few critical opinions. Uses limited sources
and does not always cite correctly. Shows some audience awareness. Doesn’t listen very
effectively and peer support is superficial. Attends class with little meaningful participation.
Has completed most assignments with acceptable results in many. Revises most tasks, but
not in depth.
Fail (S):
 Barely recognizes argumentative strategies and structures. Often summarizes poorly, not
grasping the key points. Tries to argue (both orally and in writing), but language ability
interferes with message and/or there is no logical progression of ideas. Provides minimal
evidence and tends to generalize, without any independent or critical position. Uses very
limited sources or none, and does not cite correctly. Does not show audience awareness.
Peer support is very superficial. Attends class with no participation or has missed many
classes. Completes some assignments but with poor results in most. Does not revise
effectively.

Assessment procedures:
The course will be marked by continuous assessment except for those students who
are granted evaluation by final exam, according to the University regulations. Students
who follow the continuous assessment process will be assessed by:
 Class attendance and participation (all capabilities).
 Writing tasks and portfolio (capabilities 2, 3, 4 and 5).
 Essay assignments (capabilities 2, 4 and 5).
 Teaching Platform activities (language exercises, journal entries, summarizing,
paraphrasing practice and self-assessment activities); (all capabilities).
 Final speech (capabilities 3, 4 and 5).
Students must submit all weekly tasks and all formal writing assignments and attend a
minimum of 80% of the classes. Likewise, students must prepare and attend the
workshops and tutorials and deliver a formally prepared speech. Anyone who misses
a formal writing assignment, speech, workshops and tutorials or more than 9 HOURS
will fail the continuous evaluation. Students who fail the continuous evaluation will be
asked to take the make-up exam in the second period in June.
Students, after having requested the overall final exam option and having received the
authorization to do so, will be evaluated by a comprehensive final exam covering all
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the material of the course, including a critical analysis of a written piece of work, a
researched academic essay and a persuasive speech. Given the characteristics of the
final exam, some tasks will have to be prepared ahead of time and turned in and
presented the day of the exam. Students who plan to take the overall exam should
contact the professors early on in the course in order to obtain specific information
about the exam, since it will assess all the competences stated in the syllabus. In order
to pass this examination it is compulsory to reach at least 5 out of 10 points in each
section (written exam, essay, speech).
Those who fail the ordinary evaluation will have to take the make-up exam which will
be very similar to the comprehensive final exam. However, those students having
followed the continuous evaluation process and not succeeded fully, will only have to
re-take those aspects which the professor deems necessary in order to pass the
subject.
Students are warned that PLAGIARISM will not be tolerated. Ideas taken from other
sources regardless of whether they are quoted, summarised or paraphrased, must be
adequately acknowledged. Any form of plagiarism found in the final version of a paper
will be penalised and could result in the failure of the course.
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