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1. INTRODUCTION
Only with a good knowledge of the past it is possible to understand the problems
of the present time. This course offers an overview of the last two centuries of the
world economic history. The themes of the course focus on the main economic
events that have transformed the international economy of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. In each lesson of the program the different issues are studied
under the light of the most recent economics and economic history literature, and
are examined the central economic, social and political factors that have impinged
on the evolution of the three periods in which the course is divided. An important
goal of the course is to familiarized the students with the most relevant debates
and controversies in the historiography. To the scholars interested in all areas of
international history, whether economic, social or political, the programs provides
a general overview of the most significant economic developments and changes
of the world economic in the last two hundred years. To economists, the course
furnishes a detailed analysis of the evolution of the international economy in the
most recent past, which hopefully will serve them to better interpret the economy
of our time and contribute to a better management of both private and public
economic affaires.
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2. SKILLS
General Skills:

1. Ability to analyze and understand economic texts.
2. Ability to gather and select information relevant to each specific area of
study.
3. Capacity to analyze and understand the books and articles included in the
bibliography of the course and the economic history literature used in the
Workshops.
4. Good comprehension of the basic concepts of macroeconomic and
microeconomic. Capacity to understand and use the basic instruments of
quantitative research.
5. Organization of the work to be developed in the course.
Specific Skills:
1. Proficiency in the use of common concepts of modern economic analysis
2. Capacity to understand real-world economic problems and to apply the
basic macroeconomic and microeconomic models and techniques to realworld situations
3. Knowledge of economic theory, statistics, econometrics and accounting
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3. SYLLABUS

TOPICS

Number of class
hours or credits

1. The development of the World Economy
between 1850 and 1913.
1.1. Growth, trends and fluctuations in the
international economy before 1913
1.2. Foreign trade and commercial policy in the
nineteenth century.
1.3. international migration
1.4 International capital movements.
1.5. The formation of the international monetary
system: the gold standard before 1913.
1.6. Imperialism and colonialism

10 sessions

2. The economy of the interwar period, 19191939.
2.1. The economic consequences of the war and
the financial crisis of the early 1920s.
2.2. The international economy during the 1920s.
Structural transformations.
2.3. The restoration of the international monetary
system.
2.4. The Great Depression.
2.5. The collapse of the gold standard and the
disintegration of the international economy.

10 sessions

3. The world economy after 1945
3.1. The new international economic order.
3.2. The Golden age. The growth of the world
economy between 1945 and 1975.
3.3. International and commercial relations during
the golden age.
3.4. The international crises of the 1970s
3.5. The second globalization.

10 sessions
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4. LEARNING AND TEACHING METHODOLOGY. EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES
4.1. Distribution of credits (in hours)
Number of class hours: 48
Number of independent study hours
by the students: 102

Teaching hours and evaluations
This includes hours of study, readings
of specific texts, preparation of
presentations in class, educational
activities, and preparation of exams.

Total hours: 150
4.2. Methodological strategies, teaching materials and resources

Classroom sessions

Theory classes
The tutor will give an overview of each
topic, placing emphasis on the most
relevant aspects. Through these
classes the tutor will guide students in
the learning process and the use of the
methods of research employed by the
economic historian.
Workshops.
Students will prepare under the
guidance of the tutor presentations on
specific topics. The presentations of the
students will be followed by a general
discussion by all members of the class
Evaluations.
a) Oral presentation
b) Short written essays of the
presentations.

Independent Study

The students will dedicate the hours
of independent study to read the
books and articles included in the
bibliography, to prepare the topics
assigned for the workshop, and to
prepare the presentations for the
workshop.
Furthermore,
those
independent hours will also be
dedicated to write the essays
required to participate in the
Workshops
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The University of Alcalá guarantees that, if due to health requirements, the
public authorities prevent teaching activity from taking place on the University's
premises, the teaching plans' objectives will be met through an online teaching
and evaluation methodology. The UAH commits to return to face-to-face
teaching as soon as said impediments cease.

5. ASSESSMENT: Procedures, and assessment and marking criteria

In accordance with the regulations of the Governing Council of the University of
Alcalá passed on the 24th March 2011, in order to pass any subject, student
must follow the continuous evaluation system. Students can only be
evaluated by a final exam in exceptional circumstances.
The system of continuous evaluation is based on monitoring and following the
work of the student throughout the course. The system will be adapted
according to the course resources and the number of students in the
class and explained to the student and the beginning of the academic
year.

EVALUATION INSTRUMENTS
Option 1: Standard process: Continuous evaluation system.
It will be evaluated from 2 types of activities:
• Seminars programmed throughout the course (50% of the final grade)
• Written tests or exercises (large group and small groups) (50% of the
final grade)
To pass, you will need to obtain a score higher than 3.5 on average in each of
the two parts.
Option 2: Final exam.
There will be an ordinary final exam, which will evaluate the materials worked in
classes and seminars, including the mandatory readings in all of them.
Students who do not pass the continuous evaluation or the final exam will have
the opportunity to submit to the extraordinary call that will be governed by the
rules of ordinary final exams.
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EVALUATION CRITERIA
General:
- Understanding and application of the basic concepts
- Ability to relate and synthesize the different knowledge
- Relevance and accuracy of the information.
- Clarity and correction of the oral or written expositions

Specific:
• Seminars: These tests will evaluate the competencies associated with the
search for information, capacity for interpretation, writing reports, oral and written
communication, critical analysis skills and specific knowledge. The evaluation will
be made based on the participation in the discussion that will take place in each
session.
• Written tests and exams: These regular tests will evaluate the competences
associated with the acquisition of fundamental knowledge.
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