
DEVICE FOR TAKING PICTURES OF THE TREETOPS

ABSTRACT

Observation of tree crowns is necessary to quantify the production of organs (leaves, 
flowers, fruits, seeds, buds, branches, etc.), which is relevant in both agroforestry 
and forestry studies and in science basic studies. Direct observation techniques are 
also used for the quantification of damages caused at an individual level, by pests or 
adverse atmospheric agents.
The device consists of an extendable pole to which a horizontal platform with a trans- 
verse rectangular frame is anchored at one end, and a movable metal plate with an 
imaging device, at the other. The device is operated from the ground and allows the 
angle of the platform to be adjusted by means of an elbow located at its bottom and 
the distance from the device to the reference frame by means of a movable metal 
plate.
The device therefore allows to raise a camera of photos or video at the height of the 
treetop to make the necessary observations. This ensures a perfect take of the 
images without having to destroy part of the tree or to climb to the top of the tree.
The device ensures an adequate stability for the taking of the images or videos and 
allows a regulation of the height of observation, as well as the angle of the camera or 
video to adapt to a wide range of heights of more than two meters.

ADVANTAGES AND INNOVATIONS

This new method, allows to make the observations that are considered neces-
sary as it is not invasive.

It ensures with him, a perfect taking of the images without having to destroy part 
of the treetop or to climb to that heights.

The device ensures an adequate stability for the taking of the images or videos 
and allows a regulation of the height of observation, as well as the angle of the 
camera or video.
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The device is especially useful for specimens whose height does not allow direct 
observation by a person from the ground. Because the image is taken referenced 
to a known surface (rectangular wooden frame area), images taken from diffe-
rent specimens can be compared, thus comparing the efficiency of different 
silvicultural or agricultural treatments (phytosanitary treatments, subscribers, 
irrigation, etc.) on the state of health and productivity of the different individuals.
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